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Bhubaneswar, dated the /e Nlarch,2023

PE-ENVI -ENV-001 t -2023 I /FE&CC, Gandhamardan hill located under
both Bolangir and Bargarh Forest Di is considered as the treasure trove of medicinalvtslons
plants and an ayurvedic paradi se of Odisha. This ecologically fragile ecosystem is rich infloral and faunal diversity having diverse socio-economic, ecological and biological
slgn ificance for the people of Odisha

. The floral diversity of the hill comprises of 1055 prant species that include g49
angiosperms-, 56 ?teridophytes, 40 Bryophytes, 45 Lichens and 0i Gymnosperm. ura-d:
species of Macrofungi. The faunal diversity comprises of500 species oianimals that incrude
43 Mammals' 161 Birds,44 Reptiles, l6 AmphiLians, lrg Butterflies, 27 Dragonflies and 7Damselfl-ies and 83 species of Spiders- one ingiosperm: Ficus conccina var. iasycarpa andone spider: Peucetia harishankarensis are endemic to this hi . grier inro.mati; onBiodiversity of Mahendragiri hill is given in Annexure L

Two historical monuments such as Nrusinghanath Temple located on the Northemslope and Harishankar Temple located on the- southern srope of the foot hills oi.Gandhamardan have immense curturar significance. These two hill shrines ur" dr. t*o ru.;i.pilgrimage sites of odisha. In his chroniiles Hiuen Tsang had described this hill shrine a"s1Buddhist heritage site named parimalagiri.

At present the rich biological resources of this cultural randscape are under pressure
due to various 

_anthropogenic and climatic factors and tt. truditionut ;;i;gr""ii"i*-r.?r"
associated with the bioresources of the hilr are decrining. The rong-6rm p,o,";lt,r.,1
conservation and management of biological resources ofthe Gandhamard- r,iu i, orut o.isignificance for the state.

^ -whereas 
it is provided under section 37 0f the Biological Diversity Act,2002 that theState G^overnment may in consurtation 

_with the locar bodiei, notifu i, tr,. orn.i"ic-"tt ,areas ofbiodiversity importanca as Biodiversity Heritage Sites under this Act.

^ -YL"r"u: 
rhe Rule 20 (2) of the odisha Biologicar Diversity Rures,20l2 mandates theState_Biodiversity Board to frame guidelines on the ielection, management and other aspectsof Biodiversity-Heritage Sites. In- pursuance of these p.oririon, ih. Oairfr" g.d#^6

Board has-notified the guidelines which has arready bein approved by the Govemment ofodisha in Forest and Environment Department ,ide ietter no.'zE 33g E&E dated 26-12-2015.As per the guidelines well defined areas that are ,,Unique, ecologically f."gil; ;;o;t;;;-
terrestrial, coastal and inland waters and marine havingrich biodiversity "o..;drt;;;i;;;::::T::,?.1r1..-f:ll:*iiq componenrs: richness of 

-witd 
as well as jo."rti.ut.j.p""i"i

::l:,,1:-:fT]:13,1e-9'n::: 
high endemism, presence of rare and threatened species, keiston"

:f:,.1:::-:ry:i.::r evorurionary significance, wild ancestors ofdomestic/cultivut"a,p."t". o,melf vanerles' past pre-eminence- of biorogical components represented by fossil beds andhaving significant cultural, ethical or aesthJtic ,alu"s urJu.e i.portant foi the ."rri.""*"of cultural diversity, with or without a long history of truman association with them,, can bedeclared as Biodiversity Heritage Sites @HlS) in the State. 
'

)vhereas proposals from. 
*Biodiversity Management committee of Nandupala andTelenpali of Bolangir district and Barhrnda and Mithalali of Bargarh ai.t.i.r, Ni.*;I"'eiriiiMP of Bolangir, DFo, Bolangir and Bargarh urd on" NGo named District Forestrv

on----



Federation working in Bolangir and Bargarh districts have been received for declaring
Gandhamardan Hill as Biodiversity Heritage Site in prescribed proforma of BHS guidelines
issued by Govemment of Odisha. The proposal submitted by the BMC of Nandupala has
been approved in Gramsabha held on07-10-2021for declaring Gandhamardan as BHS.

Whereas following the guidelines of BHS, Odisha Biodiversity Board has published
the preliminary information on Gandhamardan as the proposed BHS in a local Odia
newspaper 'The Sakala' (published on 12-11-2021, 10-12-2022) and in one English
Newspaper "The New Indian Express" (published on 09 -12-2022).

Whereas the Odisha Biodiversity Board has processed the same as per above
guidelines and recommended the proposal for declaring Gandhamardan as a Biodiversity
Heritage Site. Now, therefore, Govemment have been pleased to declare an area of
18,963.898 ha of Gandhamardan hill (Gandhamardan Reserve Forest) between Bargarh
(12431.8 ha) and Bolangir (6532.098 ha) districts ofodisha under both Bolangir and Bargarh
Forest Divisions as the 'Biodiversity Heritage Site of Odisha (as per the Map in Annexure- II
and Boundary description in Annexure- III), as per section 37 of Biodiversity Act and Rule
20(2) of Odisha Biodiversity Rules, 2012 and as per the criteria of the Guidelines issued by
this Department letter No. 23339 dated 26-12-2015.

By Order of Governor

Additional Chief Secretary
FE & CC Departme.t

MemoNo. 5400 Date. f0.$'a3
Copy along with soft copy of the Notification forwarded to the Director, Printing

Stationary & Publications, Odisha Govt. Press, Madhupatna, Cuttack-lO for publication of
the Notification in an extraordinary issue of Odisha
copies to the FE & CC Department for circulation.
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Special Secretary to Gort.

MemoNo. 5 e0/ oate. 20. 03' 23
Copy forwarded to the PCCF, Odisha/ PCCF(KL)/ PCCF(WL

Biodiversity Board for information and necessary action. 
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MemoNo. 5 A0A Date A0'O 3'A9
Copy forwarded to all RCCFs, all CCFs, Odisha/ all DFOs for in

necessary action.
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Special Secretary to Govt.



MemoNo. 6A% De,rc A0, N,Ag
Copy forwarded to MoEF&CC, Government of India, New Delhinecessaryaction. 
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MemoNo. 5A0L/ Dare e0.03,A3
Copy fonvarded to all Departnents of Govemmentr/ all Collectors fornecessary aotion.
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Special S€cr€tary to Govt.
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MemoNo. OA03 hn e0,N,e3
Copy forwarded to all OffrcerV all Sections, FE&CC Department fornec€ssary action. &
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MemoNo. 5a06 Date ?0.03,e3
copv forwarded to the Head, State

information & neeessary action.

Special to Govt

PorAl IT Departunent, Lokseva for
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Special Secretary to Govt.


