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ASEAN-India Capacity Building Workshop on Access and Benefit 
Sharing andTraditional Knowledge 

 
04-05 September 2012, New Delhi, India 

 
Minutes of the meeting 

 
A two day ASEAN-India Capacity Building Workshop on Access and Benefit Sharing and 

Traditional Knowledge was held on 04-05 

September, 2012, at Hotel Ashok, New Delhi. 

The objectives of the workshop were to 

exchange and share experiences among 

India and ASEAN Member States on issues 

of access and benefit sharing and 

traditional knowledge (ABS-TK) for 

effective implementation of national ABS 

provisions in the context of Nagoya Protocol and to identify future areas of co-

operation. The workshop was attended by delegates from India and Cambodia, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,  Viet Nam as well as 

representatives from ASEAN Secretariat, Jakarta and ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity, 

Philipines. This workshop was supported through the ASEAN-India Green Fund. About 

41 delegates participated in this workshop and provided their inputs. 

 

At the inaugural ceremony 

Shri.C.A.Reddy, Secretary, NBA, 

delivered the welcome address and 

expressed that this workshop was 

organised to commemorate the 20th 

anniversary of the India-ASEAN co-

operation.  He elaborated that, India 

and ASEAN region together share 

more than 20% of all known species 

and India is one of the mega biodiversity countries. He further expressed that this 

workshop was to share India’s knowledge with the ASEAN Countries on ABS and TK 

related issues. 
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Dr. Balakrishna Pisupati, Chairman, NBA, delivered the inaugural address. He 

highlighted that India has crossed 

processing more than 100 ABS agreements 

and said that India is willing to share the 

experiences gained in implementing the ABS 

provisions and processing the application 

forms with all ASEAN countries. He further 

added that it is very pertinent to conserve 

bio-resources of the ASEAN region as it 

covers one third of the biodiversity, and in this context expressed his interest in joint 

collaboration and methods of working together. He concluded saying that the challenge 

for another two years is how we can translate the International protocol for the national 

development.   

 

Dr. Raman Letchumanan, Head of the Environment Division at the Secretariat of ASEAN 

said that the recommendations suggested 

from this workshop would help them to work 

together in the ASEAN region on the 

important issues like climate change and 

biodiversity. He emphasised that the 

implementation of the Nagoya protocol was 

important because the wealth of the ASEAN 

biodiversity has to be conserved by 

developing a joint common programme.  The joint programme would help to address 

the issues like loss of biodiversity and climate change in the ASEAN region, he added. He 

further cautioned that, as many multinationals are exploiting/exploring the bio-

resources from the ASEAN region, to halt the biodiversity loss and bio-piracy it is 

important to implement the Nagoya Protocol to conserve the wealth of ASEAN 

countries.  

Shri Hem Pande, Joint Secretary, MoEF said CBD calls for a positive action to conserve 

biodiversity and said it is important to mainstream biodiversity conservation with all 

biodiversity relevant sectors. He said that the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India has set up 



3 
 

a US$ 5 million India-ASEAN Green Fund for 

pilot projects to promote adaptation and 

mitigation technologies in the field of climate 

change. He said, India and ASEAN region 

together have more than 20% of all known 

species and seven of the world's 25 

recognized biodiversity hotspots. He said, the 

quality of life in the ASEAN region will improve through proper collaboration between 

the ASEAN countries and India on accessing bio-resources and he said only 5 countries 

have ratified the Nagoya protocol against 92 signatures and insisted more countries 

should come forward to ratify the same. He also invited all the ASEAN countries to the 

CoP11 meeting to be held at Hyderabad and listed all the high level segment papers to 

be presented during CoP-11 viz.,  

a. Biodiversity and livelihood; 

b. Integration of value of biodiversity in national planning & accounting process; 

c. Strategic resource mobilization; 

d. Coastal and Marine biodiversity; and 

e. Operationalization of the Nagoya Protocol. 

Dr.Clarissa Arida, Director, ASEAN 

Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) said 

that ACB will provide necessary 

technical assistance to all the ASEAN 

countries to implement the Nagoya 

protocol and hoped that this 

workshop will help ASEAN countries 

for the future cooperation and 

effective implementation of ABS 

policies. She also stated that ACB can 

provide necessary scientific/technical support in the areas of biodiversity, intellectual 

property rights, NBSAP, urban biodiversity, clearing house mechanism, biodiversity 

conservation initiatives, etc. She also thanked the ASEAN Secretariat for supporting this 
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workshop with the help of the Green fund. Dr.Ishwar C.Poojar, Project Manager, UNEP-

GEF-MoEF-ABS India programme proposed the vote of thanks.  

During the technical session a series of presentations were made by eminent speakers 

from the National Biodiversity Authority; 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research; 

United Nations University – Institute of Advanced 

Studies, Japan; National University of Juridical 

Science, Kolkata and Institute of Ayurveda and 

Integrative Medicine (IAIM)-FRLHT. Issues 

relating to ABS–TK covering- Potential of ABS-

TK within the context of conservation, 

sustainable use and development; India’s experiences on ABS issues; Implementation of 

the CBD Article 8(j) Programme of Work on Traditional Knowledge; The India 

Traditional Knowledge Digital Library; Intellectual Property Rights and Biodiversity; 

and Community-based experiences on ABS and TK, were presented in detail. 

After the technical session detailed discussions were made among the representatives 

of the ASEAN countries to draw a road map for the future co-operation between ASEAN 

and India on biodiversity, in particular ABS and TK related issues. The delegates from 

ASEAN and India recommended the following areas of cooperation: 

1. Developing and implementing a national ABS legal framework. 

As ASEAN Member States are preparing to accede to and ratify the Nagoya Protocol, the 

workshop recommended to further provide support to developing national ABS legal 

frameworks, including support to implementation at the national level, taking into 

account existing support from other projects in the region. 

2. Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) 

The ASEAN country delegates have appreciated the effort taken by India in developing 

the TKDL database. It was also recommended to develop and set-up a national TKDL 

upon the request of the ASEAN Member States to preserve, document and protect 

traditional knowledge and prevent misappropriation of biodiversity and associated TK. 
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3. Intellectual Property and Biodiversity  

The meeting recommended addressing the capacity of ASEAN Member States in terms 

of increasing awareness and developing a better understanding of intellectual property 

rights in relation to biodiversity, including ABS and the role of relevant offices or 

institutions related to intellectual property rights.     

4. Awareness Raising on ABS 

The workshop recommended in further promoting public awareness to develop 

champions and enhance support from different stakeholders (senior officials, legal 

professionals, media practitioners, intellectual property officers, and academia) on 

biodiversity concerns specific to ABS, intellectual property rights, and traditional 

knowledge. The awareness raising for the ASEAN countries will be developed through 

organising capacity building programmes viz., workshops, seminars/conferences, 

exchange visits, and  providing scholarships for the professionals working in the areas 

of biodiversity in the ASEAN region. 

5. Community ABS practices 

The workshop recommended that experiences from communities in managing 

biodiversity, exchanging and sharing the benefits at national levels need to be 

documented and experiences mainstreamed in national policy making on ABS. The 

possibility of community based enterprise development in the context of promoting 

ABS and preserving traditional knowledge should be supported. 

The workshop also recommended to explore co-operation on other areas of biodiversity 

such as urban biodiversity and achieving the Aichi Targets. The workshop 

recommended that the NBA, the ASEAN Secretariat and the ACB should develop a 

detailed project proposal, including a work-plan and budget for consideration under the 

ASEAN-India Green Fund through the ASEAN-India co-operation mechanism, based on 

the proposed identified areas. 

The delegates from ASEAN Member States, ASEAN Secretariat and the ASEAN Centre for 

Biodiversity expressed their sincere appreciation and thanks to the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests, Government of India and the National Biodiversity Authority 
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for the excellent sharing of experiences on ABS and TK, including the participation of 

well-versed experts in  various aspects of ABS implementation in India. 
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Annexure – 1 List of Participants 

 

     
 

Capacity Building Workshop on Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing and 
Traditional Knowledge 

4 – 5 September 2012, Hotel Ashok, New Delhi.  
 

S.No Name & Designation/ Organisation 

I Participants from the ASEAN Countries 

1 Mr.Yourk Sothearith 
Ministry of Environment,  
Cambodia 
thearith_17@yahoo.com, thearith@gdancp-moe.org 

2 Mrs.Nouth Soseila 
#48, Samdechpreah Sihanouk Blvd, TonleBassac, Chamkarmon District, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia 
soseilanouth@yahoo.com.au, 
 

3 Mr.Heng Hong 
#1A,Street 492, SangkatphsarDeoumthauv, Khan chamkar Morn, Phnom Penh,  
Cambodia 
henghong73@yahoo.com 

4 Ms.Kongchay Phimmakong 
Biotechnology and Ecology Institue, Ministry of Science and Technology, PO Box 2279,  
kongchaybeechan@yahoo.com 

5 Mr.Khamphanh Nanthavong 
Director General, Dept. of Forest Resources Management, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Vientiane Capital,  
Lao PDR kphanh@yahoo.com 

Brunei Darussalam Cambodia Indonesia Laos Malaysia 

     

     
Myanmar Philippines Singapore Thailand VietNam 

     

mailto:henghong73@yahoo.com
mailto:kongchaybeechan@yahoo.com
mailto:kphanh@yahoo.com
http://www.aseansec.org/4736.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4738.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4739.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4741.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4743.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4745.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4746.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4748.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4749.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/4750.htm
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6 Ms.Therese Tiu KokMoi 
Level 12, Wismasumber Ash, Biodiversity and Forestry Management Division, Ministry of 
natural Resources and Environment -62574 
therese@nre.gov.my 

7 Ms.Noor Haliza Binti Abdul Halim 
C-08-11, PangsapuriputraDamai, Presint 11, 62300, Putrajaya,  
Malaysia 
noorhaliza@nre.gov.my 
 

8 Mr.Kangayatkarasu Nagulendran 
12, Jalanps 413, Sek.4,Taman Prima Saujan, 43000 Kanjang, Selangor,  
Malaysia 
nagu@nre.gov.my 
 

9 Ms.Mo Mo Myint Maung 
Foreign Economic Relations Dept, Ministry of national Planning and Economic Development, 
#1, Nay pyiFaw 
twin.win4@gmail.com 
 

10 Ms.Kaythi Aye 
25, Union Attorney General's Office, Nay Pyi Taw,  
Myanmar 
kaythi2008@gmail.com 

11 Mr.Ngai Shein Gay  
28, Ministry of Environmental Conservation and Forestry, Nay Pyi Taw,  
Myanmar 
nwcdfdmof@gmail.com 

12 Dr.Marilou G. Nicolas 
Executive Director of the Centre of Integrative and Development Studies  and Concurrent 
Assistant Vice president for Academic Affairs of the University of the Phillippines   
Diliman (UPD) 
mgnicolas@post.upm.edu.ph 

13 Mr.Anthony Charles Thomas Foronda 
3/F, ERDB, Bldg., UPLB Campus, Los Banos 4031, Laguna,  
Philippines 
actmforonda@aseanbiodiversity.org 

14 Ms.Clarissa Arida 
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity 3/F, ERDB, Bldg., UPLB Campus, Los Banos 4031, Laguna, 
Philippines 
ccarida@aseanbiodiversity.org 

15 Ms.Sheila G. Vergara 
Director, Biodiversity Information Mangement Unit, ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (PDIU-
ACB), 3/F, ERDB, Bldg., UPLB Campus, Los Banos 4031, Laguna, Asean biodiversity  
Philippines - sgvergara@.org 

mailto:therese@nre.gov.my
mailto:nwcdfdmof@gmail.com
mailto:mgnicolas@post.upm.edu.ph
mailto:actmforonda@aseanbiodiversity.org
mailto:ccarida@aseanbiodiversity.org
mailto:sgvergara@.org
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16 Ms.Corazon Jr. Ambas de Jesus 
3/F, ERDB, Bldg., UPLB Campus, Los Banos 4031, Laguna,  
Philippines 
cadejesus@aseanbiodiversity.org 

17 Ms.Ana Maria E. Tolentino 
3/F, ERDB, Bldg., UPLB Campus, Los Banos 4031, Laguna,  
Philippines 
ametolention@aseanbiodiversity.org 
 

18 Ms.Wendy Yap Hwee Min 
Assitant Director (International Relaltions) National Biodiversity Centre National parks Road, 
1 Ckybt road,  
Singapore - 259569 
wendy_yap@nparks.gov.sg 
 

19 Mr.Jeremy Woon Ren Wei 
Senior Biodiversity Officer / Biodiversity Information and Policy National Biodiversity Centre 
National Parks Board, 1 Cluny road,  
Singapore – 259569 
jeremy_woon@nparks.gov.sg 

20 Ms.Somawan Sukprasert 
Biological Diversity Division, Office of National Resources and Environment Policy and 
planning, 60/1 SoiPhibulWattana 7 Rama VI Road, Phayathai Bangkok 10400,  
Thailand 
n504som@hotmail.com 
 

21 Mr.Le Van Hung 
B 213, No.10 Ton That Thuyet, Ha Noi,  
Viet Nam 
hungkhcna10@gmail.com , hungbca@vea.gov.in 
 

22 Mr.Nguyen Hong Quang 
Department of Legislation, Monre,  
Vietnam 
ngquang185@yahoo.com 
 

23 Mrs.TranThi Tram Oanh 
Division of Patent, National office of Intellectural property,  
Vietnam 
thanhnhan.bca@gmail.com 

24 Ms.Mardiah Hayati 
Technical Officer, The ASEAN Secretariat, 70A, Jl. Sisingamangaraja, Jakarta,  
Indonesia 
mardiah@asean.org 

mailto:cadejesus@aseanbiodiversity.org
mailto:jeremy_woon@nparks.gov.sg
mailto:thanhnhan.bca@gmail.com
mailto:mardiah@asean.org
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25 Ms.Natalia Derodofa 
Technical Officer, The ASEAN Secretariat, 70A, Jl. Sisingamangaraja, Jakarta,  
Indonesia 
natalia@asean.org 

26 Dr.Raman Letchumanan 
The ASEAN Secretariat, 70A, Jl. Sisingamangaraja, Jakarta,  
Indonesia 
raman@asean.org 

 
II 

 
Resources persons and the Participants from India 

1 Dr. Kabir Sanjay Bavikatte 
Consultant, UNEP-ABS Project,  
NBA based in Bangalore 

2 Dr. Suneetha Subramanian, 
 UNU-IAS, Japan, based in Chennai 

3 Dr. V.K.Gupta,  
Sr.Advisor& Director, TKDL, CSIR, New Delhi 
 

4 Dr. Shamnad Basheer,  
Min. of HRD, Professor in IP Law, National University of Juridical Sciences, NUJS Kolkata 

5 Dr. G. Hariramamurthy 
Assistant Director and Head, 
Centre for Local Health Traditions, 
IAIM-FRLHT 

 
III 

 
Participants from India 

1 Dr. Balakrishna Pisupati 
Chairman 
National Biodiversity Authority 

2 Mr. Hem Pande, 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Environment and Forests, 
Government of India 

3 Mr. C. Achalender Reddy 
Secretary 
National Biodiversity Authority 

mailto:natalia@asean.org
mailto:raman@asean.org
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4 Dr. Sunita Singh, 
Director, 
Minsitry of Environment and Forests 
Government of India 

5 Dr. Ishwar C.Poojar 
Project Manager 
UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project 
National Biodiversity Authority 

6 Dr. C. Thomson Jacob 
Consultant 
UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project 
National Biodiversity Authority 

7 Dr. Prakash Nelliyat 
Project Associate 
UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project 
National Biodiversity Authority 

8 Shri. N.Singaram 
Computer Specialist, 
UNEP-GEF-MoEF-ABS Project 
National Biodiversity Authority 

9 Ms. Uma 
Finance Assistant 
India UNDP Biodiversity Project  
National Biodiversity Authority 
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Annexure -2 Agenda of the Workshop 

  

 

  
 

  

 
 
 

Agenda 
Capacity Building Workshop on 

Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing and Traditional Knowledge 
04-05 September, 2012, Hotel The Ashok, New Delhi, India 

04th September 2012 

09:30– 10:00 hrs Registration and Assembly 

10:00 – 11:00hrs Welcome and Introductory Remarks, Self-introductions 

11:00 – 11:30hrs Coffee Break & Group Photo 

11:30 – 12:00 hrs Realising the potential of ABS, TK within the context of conservation, sustainable use 
and development – Presentation – Dr.Balakrishna Pisupati, National Biodiversity 
Authority 

12:00 – 12:30 hrs India’s experience on ABS issues - Mr.Kabir Sanjay Bavikatte, National Biodiversity 
Authority 

12:30 – 13:00 hrs Discussion 

13:00 – 14:00 hrs Lunch 

14:00 – 15.30hrs Presentations from ASEAN member states on ABS and TK issues 

15:30 – 16:00hrs Tea Break 

16:00 – 17.00 hrs Presentations from ASEAN member states on ABS and TK issues 

17.00 -17.30 hrs Implementation of work programme related to Article 8 (j) on TK – Dr. Suneetha 
Subramanian, United Nations University – Institute of Advanced Studies. 

05thSeptember, 2012 

09:30 – 10:15hrs 
 
10.15 – 10.30hrs 

India's experience in developing and deploying the TKDL database  - Dr. V.K. Gupta, 
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
Discussion 

10.30-11.00 hrs Coffee 

11.00 -11.30hrs Linking Intellectual Property Rights to Biodiversity – Prof. Shamnad Basheer, The WB 
National University of Juridical Science, Kolkata. 

11.30 -11.45 hrs Discussion 

11.45 – 12.15hrs Community based experiences on ABS & TK - Dr. G. Hariramamurthy, Institute of 
Ayurveda and Integrative Medicine (IAIM)-FRLHT. 

12.15 – 12.30 hrs Discussion 
12.30 – 13.30 hrs Lunch  

13.30 – 15.30 hrs Developing elements of cooperation between ASEAN and India on ABS and TK issues –
Discussion 
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15.30 – 15.45hrs Closure of the Meeting 

18:30 – 19:00 hrs Cultural Programme 

19:00 - 19.30 hrs Dinner 

 
 

 

 


