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ONE DAY ORIENTATION MEETING ON THE FORMATION OF THE
STATE BIODIVERSITY BOARDS

SSSS

TAMIL NADU AND PONDICHERRY

Date: September 24, 2004

Time: 10amto5pm

Venue: National Biodiversity Authority
475, 9th south cross street
Kapaleeswarar Nagar
Neelangarai, Chennai 600 061
Telefax: 24491390
Email: nba India@vsnl.net

10.00 am - 10.20 am

PS

Registration

10.20 am - 10.30 am

Welcome and introduction
to the scope of the meeting.

Dr. K. Venkataraman
Member Secretary, NBA

10.30 am-10.45 am

Tea

10.45 am-11.30 am

The Biological Act, 2002 and
Biological Diversity Rules,
2004

Dr. K. Venkataraman
Member Secretary, NBA

11.30 am - 12.00 noon

Discussion

12.00 noon - 12.45 pm

An overview of the
Biological Diversity of Tamil
Nadu

Dr. K. Venkataraman
Member Secretary, NBA

12.45 pm - 1.15 pm

Discussion

1.15 pm —-2.00 pm

Lunch

2.00 pm —2.45 pm

State Biodiversity Boards —
Processes and Procedures

Dr. K. Venkataraman
Member Secretary, NBA

2.45 pm -3.15 pm

Discussion

3.15 pm -3.30 pm

Tea

3.30 pm —4.15 pm

Biodiversity Management
Committees — scope, role,
function and linkages

Dr. Jayshree Vencatesan

4.15 pm -4.30 pm

Discussion

4.30 pm -5.00 pm

Feedback and conclusion



BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON BIODIVERSITY ACT

(Supplied with invitation letter)

India is one of the early signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(hereafter referred to as CBD) that was tabled during the Earth Summit in the year
1992 and was subsequently ratified in the year 1993. The Ministry of Environment

and Forests is the nodal agency for the implementation of the CBD in India.

In its preamble, the CBD while endorsing the intrinsic value of all species, states
the following objectives
1. Conservation of species and their habitats
2. Sustainable use of its components and
3. Fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of biodiversity

components.

The Convention also reaffirms the sovereign rights of the States over their
biological resources and calls for national action to protect and conserve the same
through various means. To give effect to the Convention, the Government of India
enacted in the year 2002 the Biological Diversity Act. This Act is an important step in
the attempt to assert the sovereign rights of the people of India over their biodiversity
resources, and to claim a share of benefits flowing from commercial utilization of these
resources involving the use of any associated knowledge of Indian origin, even if it be
in the public domain or held as a part of an oral tradition. The National Biodiversity

Authority has been established to implement the Biological Diversity Act.

The Act is operationalised at various levels. The NBA will be the nodal agency to
advise the Government of India on matters pertaining to conservation, sustainable use
and equitable sharing, grant permissions where applicable and provide technical
assistance to bodies established according to the Act etc., This will be complemented

by the State Biodiversity Boards (SBB) which have to be established by each state (in



accordance to Chapter VI, Section 22 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002). The SBB,
whose structure is stipulated by the Act, will have the following broad functions:
» Advise the state government on matters relating to the three tenets of the CBD
* Regulate granting of approvals or requests for commercial utilization of any
biological resource
» Constitute the State Biodiversity Fund for achieving the objectives of the Act
and
» Work in coordination with the Biodiversity Management Committees

established at the level of Panchayats, Municipalities or Corporations.

The current workshop is being organized to orient representatives of relevant
government departments and organizations, private Industries and NGOs to the
Biological Diversity Act with specific reference to the State Biodiversity Boards. It is

hoped that the workshop will serve as the first step towards the formation of the SBB.

List of Government and Non-government officials invited
FORM
TAMIL NADU AND PONDICHERRY

1. The Director

Agriculture Directorate

Chepauk, Chennai 600 005
(PBX 28583323, 28583373 & 28583423)
Email/Website
diragri@hotmail.com diragri@tn.nic.in
http://www.agri.tn.gov.in

2. The Director

Directorate of Environment

Panagal Buildings

No 1, Jeenis Road, Saidapet, Chennai 600015

3. The PRINCIPAL CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS,
No:1, JEENIS SALAI, SAIDAPET,
CHENNAI 600 015

Phonemr



rhe eor
Industries Department
Secretariat, Chennai 600009

5. The Director
Directorate of Fisheries
Administrative Office Buildings,
DMS Complex, Teynampet
Chennai 600 006
(PBX No 24320199, 24320197 & 24336311)

6. The Director
Animal Husbandry
Central Office Buildings,
Block Il, DMS Complex
Chennai-600 006

(PBX Nos 24321070, 24321614 & 24320328)
Pondicherry officials

SDSRSS
Addl. Director
Agriculture
Directorate of Agriculture
Light House Road
Pambakerapalayam
Pondy 605 001
Phone 0413 — 2336977/2336543
Fax'2337121
SDSMESRS
Directorate of Animal Husbandary
Maraimalaiadigal Salai
Pondy 605 005
Phone Telefax: 2201328/2203135
SDSA S
Director
Dept of Fish and Fisherman welfare
Botanical Gardens
Pondy 605 001
Phone : 2338761/2220614

SDSDSIS
Dept of Science, Technololgy and Environment
[l Floor, Housing Board Complex
Anna Nagar
Pondy 605 005
Telefax 2203494/ Phone 2201256



SDSPSDSIS
Deputy Conservator of Forests
Dept of Forestry and Wildlife
Botanical Garden
Pondy 605 001
Phone 2336088

NGOs INVITED FOR THE WORKSHOP

12. Dr. R. J. Ranjit Daniels
CARE EARTH
# 5, Shri Nivas
21% street Thillaiganga Nagar
Chennai 600 061
Phone: 22327862
Email: careearth@usa.net

13. Mr. Preston Ahimaz
Director
WWEF - India
Tamil Nadu State Office
297, TTK Road
Alwarpet
Chennai 600 018
Phone: 24994827

14. Mr. A. C. Soundarajan
Secertary
Nilgiri Wildlife Association
Office of the DFO (North)
Udhagamandalam
Nilgiris district

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS ATTENDED

1. Mr. Ashish Srivastava, IFS
Joint Director

Directorate of Environment
Panagal Buildings

No.1 Jeenis Road, Saidapet,
Chennai-600 015.

2. MR. K. Chidambaram, IFS
Conservator of Forest (WL)
No.1,JEENIS SALAI, SAIDAPET,
CHENNAI-600 015.

3. Dr.S.NOORJAHAN BEEVI
Assistant Director of Fisheries (| & E)



Administrative Office Buildings,
DMS Complex, Tenampet
Chennai- 600 006.

4. Dr.M.C.RAJAMANICKAM
Directorate of Animal Husbandary
Maraimalaiadigal Salai

Pondy — 605 005

5. Dr.A.BALASUBRAMANIAN

Director

Department of Fish and Fishermen Welfare
Botanical Gardens

Pondy 605 001.

6. Dr.P.DEVARAJ IFS

Deputy Conservator of Forests
Dept of Forestry and Wildlife
Botanical Garden

Pondy 605 001.

7. Dr.R.J.RANJIT DANIELS,
CARE EARTH

# 5, Shri Nivas

21st street Thillai Ganga Nagar,
Chennai- 600 061.

8. Mr.A.C.SOUNDARAJAN
E.C.MEMBER(CO ORDINATION)
Nilgiri Wildlife Association

Office of the DFO (North)
Udagamandalam.

Nilgris (DT).

9. Ms. G.RAMALAKSHMI

Chief Executive Officer

Pondicherry Fishering Harbour Management Society,
Mudaliarpet (Po)

Pondy.



