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A 2-day Awareness Workshop on “BIODIVERSITY: FORMS AND
FUNCTIONS" sponsored by National Biodiversity Authority (Gowt. of India), Chennal,
for the Programme officers of National Service Scheme, Coordinators of Community
Social Service Scheme in colleges and schools and NGO / Youth volunteers of
Puducherry region was organized by the Dept. of Plant Sclence, KM Centre for Post
Graduate Studies, Puducherry during December 8-9, 2007, at the Conference Hall of
Vivekanandha College of Education, Sellaperumalpet, Puducherry, 605 008,

The event was attended by 130 registered participants - 22 representing NSS
from colleges, 67 of NSS & CSS from schools, 6 from the State NSS Cell and State
Training Centre of Government of Puduchermry along with 22 research students and 11
from Mon Govemmental Service organizations. In addition, 15 members of the
organizing Committee were also present through out the event.

Fourteen Resource persons from Chennal, Chidambaram, Karaikal, Madurai,
Mangalore, Mayiladuthurai, Virudhunagar, and Pondichemy responded positively and
took part in the proceedings. The programme was distributed between six sessions
in two days besides an inauguration and a valedictory. The format was structured in a
way that an overview of the different aspects of Biodiversity was given to the
participants to equip them mentally for absorbing the nuances of the theme from
incisive lectures that followed. The proceedings were essentially bilingual to drive
home the points. The details are as follows:




Sum of

Day 1 - Saturday (08.12.2007 )

The workshop began at 10.00 am in a grand manner with the Prayer followed
by Welcome address by Dr. G. Kumaravelu, Head, Department of Plant Science,
KMCPGS, Puducherry, who intreduced the Chief Guest and other dignitaries to the
participants and added a note on the importance of Blodiversity.

The organizing Secretary, Dr. M.P. Ramanujam, introduced the theme of the
workshop with a brief note on biodiversity, its uses, present status and the need for
conservation. He also pointed out that the erosion of biodiversity by various human
activities — the major causes being destruction of habitats, over exploitation and
pollution.

This workshop was inaugurated formally with the traditional lighting of Kuthuvilakku
and then the guests were honored.

Dr. Babu Markose Abraham, Director, KMCPGS, delivered the Presidential address.
He stressed that the NSS Programme officers have a great role to play by way of
spreading the message of biodiversity conservation to the student community.

Then the Chief Guest Dr. S. Kannaiyan, Chaiman, Biodiversilty Authority of India,
delivered Inaugural address. The chairman spoke on the various types of ecosystems
and the associated life forms and the need for protection. He explained in detail the
various Blodiversity acts and sections, which help to protect, conserve and controlled
exploitation of the biodiversity in a state and the country. It was also pointed out that
violation of the Biodiversity act Is a crime and punishable with 5-7 years of
imprisonment and or with heavy fine. He also stressed the need for creating
‘Biodiversity register” which helps to record the traditional knowledge and to record the




plant and animal wealth within a small area. This excercise will ultimately help in
creating Mational Data base.

Inaugural address was followed by Felicitation by Dr. P. Devaraj, Conservator of
Forests and Wild life, Puducherry. The conservator also gave a brief account of
various acts that are pertinent to states and union teritories to protect forests and
biodiversity and explained the steps taken by Puducherry administration in preserving
the flora and fauna in this region.

The inaugural session ended with vote of thanks by Dr. D. Kadamban.

TECHNICAL SESSIONS

In three Technical sessions five lectures were delivered on various aspects of
bicdiversity and conservation on the first day.

1. Dr. P. Devaraj, Conservator of Forests and Wildlife, Puducherry. Spoke on
“Wonderful World of Animals” with wonderful phatographs of rare types of animals
as seen in their respective habitats. He namrated how specific habitat is essential
for each of those wild animals for their survival. Sadly, many of them are on the
verge of extinction due to habitat destruction. Unless strong measures are Initiated
these animals will be lost forever. He stressed that Govermment alone cannot
protect and conserve the wildiife and biodiversity, but each individual should
participate to contribute their might to the cause.

2. Dr. G. Ramasamy, from Mayiladuthural, spoke on “Wild life of India® with special
emphasis on amphiblans. He pointed out that a detailed record of wildlife is lacking
in this country. He urged that the student community should be trained to look
around and to record the type of birds, animals and amphibians living around us.
This will slowly help to build a complete record of wild life within a small area.
Combining these data will help to construct a comprehensive data base.




3. Dr. A Passoupathy from KMCPGS, Puduchermry, delivered a vivid lecture on
“*Our Useful Neighbours™ from functional perspective. While rest of the speakers
spoke on different benefits of biodiversity conservation, Dr. A. Pasoupathy looked
at biodiversity from the angle of 'ecosystem services' (indirect benefits) rendered
by the diverse animals. The lecture was made very interesting because the
speaker used simple examples to explain the concept and delivered the message
of conservation of biodiversity very effectively. He also suggested that more
studies are needed to document the lower forms of animals which are also a part
of blodiversity.

Dr. M. Jayashankara from Mangalore University delivered a lecture on “Uses of
Algae” giving a brief account on various forms of algae and their ecological and
economic importance along with a note on the need for conservation.

. Dr. N. Loganathan was the last speaker of the first day. He gave an interesting
lecture on medicinal plants with nice photographs. Being the 11" in the hierarchy
of Traditional Practitioners (TMP), he gave a first hand account of medicinal plant
diversity which can be can be hamessed for primary health care in villages and
for day-to-day remedies.

DAY 2 - 09.12.2007
The forenoon session of second day began at 9.45 am.

Dr. K. llangovan gave a detailed account of mangroves-their physiclogy,
biology, ecology and ecosystem services etc. He also pointed out how this fragile
but one of the most productive ecosystem is under threat due to various human
activities. Howewver, from his own experience, he namated that such a situation can
comected with the help of students and locals in coastal areas who are the stake-
holders.




2. Dr. M. Eyini, spoke on "Fungi - small is beautiful”. The lecture was replete with
colorful slides showing various interesting forms of fungi including mushrooms. The
lecture finally made us to think how small we are in the universe. It ended with a
note ‘save the biodiversity and leave the future generation live happily’.

3. Dr.K. Muthuchelian, from Madural Kamaraj University, delivered a lecture on
‘Forest Biodiversity and Conservation®. The stress was on bringing the forest
cover back to 33%. During the course of the lecture a lot of data on total number of
plants in various groups, animals, insects, birds etc. was presented. Similarly, the
alarming rate of depletion of the life forms every day and every year and the cause
for the loss were also detailed. In spite of all these, he said, we are in a position to
save the forest and to make necessary measures to increase the forest cover.

4. Dr. N. Parthasarathy from Pondicherry University talked on ‘Conservation of
Forest Ecosystem’. He namated the plant composition within evergreen forests,
how the number is maintained by species selective herbivory by certain forest
animals, how each species is specifically pollinated and how seeds are dispersed
by specific birds. Comparisons were made with different forest ecosystems to
explain the implications of how the loss of even a single species will bring about a
chain of catastrophic events. He also spoke on various Botanical gardens and
their importance in ex-situ conservation of plants. The speaker suggested that in
situ conservation is better, cheaper and effective than other methods.

5. Interactive session and Participants Opinion: Dr.A. Pragasam, Department of
Plant Science, AGCW, Karaikal, was the coordinator of the Interaclive session.
The participants freely interacted with the experts and cleared their doubts and
sought more information on topics of their interest. All the participants unanimously
accepted that this workshop was one of the best workshops they have attended
and was very useful. They all resolved to do their might to conserve the
biodiversity with the help of students in and around Pondicherry.




6. The Valedictory of the workshop commenced at 445 pm. Dr. V.
Balasubramanian, the immediate past Director of the Centre presided over. Dr. G.
Kumaravelu, Head, Department of Plant Science, KMCPGS, welcomed the gathering.

7. The degree of success and the profound effect it had on the participants can be
gauged from the spontaneous felicitation they organized for the organizers. They
honoured all the members of the organizing committee individually with shawls and

praised the event eloguently.

8. It was also acknowledged by the Chief Guest of the Valedictory, Dr. (Professor)
M. Ramadhas, M.P. of Puduchemy when he expressed the desirability of holding
such events frequently. He lamented the shrinking acreage of crops which invariably
led to erosion of agricultural crop diversity and extolled the participants to spread
the message of conservation in every part of Puducherry. Dr. K. Dhanaraqgju,
Member of Parllament and Guest of Honour who spoke earlier was happy to have
highlighted the plight of sacred groves through a special mention in Lok Sabha and
reaffiirmed his commitment in raising the environmental issues in Parlamentary
fora. Both the dignitaries distributed the certificates to the participants. Finally, Dr. M
P Ramanujam, the organizing secretary proposed the vote of thenks.

9. The workshop came to an end with the singing of National Anthem at 6.30 pm.
and the audience which has sacrificed two precious week-end holidays for the
workshop, dispersed with happy and pleasant memories.
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Appendices

1. Invitation

2. Programme

3. Format of the Certificate

4. List of Participants

5. Photographs of proceedings
6. Press Clippings
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PROGRAMME
1'8.92.2007 Saturday

9.30AM : Registration

10.00AM ;  Inauguration

11.15AM :  Key note Address: Biodiversity Act
Dr. 8. Kannaiyan

B e W3 (R
s s Ehairmanr—- -
Co- Chairman : Dr. V. Kumaresan

Special Lectures :
|. Dr. P. Devara]  : Wonderful World of Animais
i

o B
|

Dr. G. Ramaswamy : Wild Life of India
1.00PM : LunchBreak
200PM : Technical session i
; Chairman : Dr. A. Passoupathy .
= (Our Useful Co-habitants)
Co- Chairman : Dr. K. Kadavul :
Special Lectures: :
Dr. M. Jayashankara : Importance of Aigae
E Dr. K. llangovan . Mangvoves
3.00PM : TeaBreak
[3,15FM :  Technical session Il
Chairman : Dr. K. Arumugam
'Gﬂ-ﬂm:ﬂntwl,
" Special Lectures: X
Dr. N. Loganathan : Medicinal Plants




9.30AM

10.30AM :

4N “EM' sieir § .SA-MBAND HAM. |

1.00PM
2.00PM

2.40PM

VANATSORT

ﬂ.fﬂ.zﬂﬂ?.-sund!r
Technical Session IV .00 ADE. @
Chairman : Dr. M. Jayakumar 0008
Co-Chairman : Dr. A K. Dixit "ARE P}

Key rliﬂt&ﬁ.ﬂu‘ress: Bh&hé'.r:éﬂy- an Overview

Special Lectures:

Dr. M. Eyini : Fungi: Smallis Beautiful
Dr. K. Muthuchelian -Values of Forests
Professor, Madurai Kamara) University

Lunch Break

Technical Session V
Chairman  : Dr. B. Ambalanathan
Co - Chairman : Dr. V. Ramassamy

Special Lecture : Conserving Biodiversity
Dr. N. Parthasarathy

Professor, Pondicherry University

Technical Session VI Understanding Biodiversity
Moderator : Dr. A. Pragasam
Intesaction of Participants with Revource persons:

Tea Break. i
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Table. 1 List of Participan

0
o NSS Institutions In Puducherry -2007-2008
PUDUCHERRY REGION Programme officer
COLLEGES
1. |Achariya Arts & Science College, Villlanur K. Nitheesh Murugan
2. |Achariya Arts & Science College, Villianur A. Albert Joseph Raj|
3. |ldhaya Aris & Science College for Women S. Jackline
4. |Nehru Teacher Institute of Health Sciences V. Ravichandiran
5. |Perunthalaivar Kamaraj Arts College Madagadipet G. Kannan
6. |Pope John Paul Il College of Education Dr. S. Arulsamy
7. |Puduchermry Engineering College A_Amuthan
8. |Rajiv Gandhi College of Engineering & Technology A. Jayaprakash
9. |Saradha Gangadharan College, Valrampet 5. Pandurangan
10. |Saradha Gangadharan College, Valrampet M.N. Sivarajan
11. | Tagore Arts College, Lawspet Kumaresan Vadivelu
12.|Tagore Arts College, Lawspet M. Natarajan
13. [Krishnaswamy Institute of Teacher Education R. Savithri
14. [Vasavi Teacher Training Institute, Madagadipet G. Raja|
15. [Vinayaka Mission's Caollege of Nursing P. Hemapriya
16. | Venkateswara teacher training institue, Puducherry D. Veeramani
17. [Vivekananadha Teacher Training Institue, Lawspet. S.Irissappan|
18. |Villianur Women's College, Pondichermry Anju S.Mair
19, [KM Centre for PG Studies, Puduchemy G. Meenatchil
20. |[Krishnaswami TT1 for Womwn R. Savithri|
21, |Bharathidasan Govt College for Women, J. Rajamurugan
22, |Puducherry B.Kayalvizhi
(as Observer and

Evaluator




NSS INSTITUTIONS IN PUDUCHERRY UT 2007-2008

PUDUCHERRY REGION
HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOLS
23[liango Adigal Govt.Hr.Sec.Schol G.Chandrasekaran
24| Immaculate H.M.Gifs Hr.Sec.School Mrs.Sumithra|
25|Immaculate H.M.Girs Hr.Sec.School V.Sophia
26|Indira Nagar Govt.Hr.Sec.School S.Segar
27! Indira Nagar Govt.Hr.Sec.School M.Arunachalam
28[Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Kalapet V.Prasad
29| Kalaignar Karunanithi Govt.Hr.Sec.School A.Sathiamoorthy
30[Kannagi Govi. Girls Hr. Sec. School S. Thevadass
31|Kasturibal Gandhi Govt. Girls. Hr. Sec. School, Bahour V. Subramanian
32| Kasturibal Gandhi Govt. Girls. Hr. Sec. School, Bahour| S, Kedhandaraman
33|Kendriya Vidyalaya No.1 Jipmer Campus B. Selvam
34| Manimegalai Govt. Girls Hr. Sec. School K. Krishnamoorthy
35|Maraimalai Adigal Govt. Hr. Sec. School N. Arumugam
36|N.K.C. Gowt. Hr. Sec. School Jayachandaran
37| Mavalar Nedunchezhian Gowt. Hr. Sec. School S. Marimuthu
38jovt. Hr. Sec. School, Oulgaret V. Dessingou
39| Sankar's Vidyalaya, Villlanur K. Meara
40| Gowt. Hr. Sec. School, Sedarapet S.B. Sridharan
41|Seventh day Advertist Hr. Sec. School, Puduchemry A. Vallalmurugan
42| Sinnatha Gowvt. Girls Hr. Sec. School 5. Manivelan
43/Sinnatha Gowt. Girls Hr. Sec. School S. Sivaperuman
44| Soucilabal Govt. Girls Hr. Sec. School N. Krishnamurthy
45| Sl Ramakrishna Vidyalaya, Puducherry R. Sundaramurthy
46| St. Joseph Hr. Sec. School, Thiruvandar Koil Velmurugan
47|5t. Joseph of Cluny Girls Hr. Sec. School R. Rani Maheswari
48|5t. Joseph of Cluny Girls Hr. Sec. School Lakshmi Devi
49[St. Patrick Hr. Sec. School S. llavazhagan
50| Subramania Bharathiyar Gowt. Hr. Sec. School S. Jothidasan|
51| Gowt. Hr. Sec. School, Sulthanpet K. Kamala
52| Thanthai Perfyar Govt. Hr. Sec. School N. Pakkirisamy|
53|Gowt. Hr. Sec. School , Thavalakuppam C. Rajavelu|
54|Govl. Hr. Sec. School Thavalakuppam G. Latha
55| Thiruvalluvar Gowt. Girls Hr. Sec. School R. Perumal




EEIE‘-WL Hr. Sec. School , Thondamanatham V Kalyanasudaram
57| Vailankannal Matric Hr. Sec. School E. Sugumaran
58| Vallalar Govt. Hr. Sec. School, Lawspet K. Bakyalakshmi
59| Vivekanatha Gowvt. Boys. Hr. Sec. School V. Sivaraman
60| Vivekanatha Hr. Sec. School, Lawspet Sivakumar
61| Vivekanatha Hr. Sec. School, Lawspet S. Sudha
62|Wiseman Hr. Sec. School, Velrampet V. Rajendiran
63|Wiseman Hr. Sec. School, Velrampet R. Vidieakumary
Community Service Scheme (CSS) Coordinator
B4. [Govt. Girls French High School, Puducherry N. Yamuna
65. |Gowvt. Girls French High School, Kalapet, Puducherry Ou. Ramalingame
66. |Co ordinator (HS) State NSS Cell, Puduchemy V. Sundaramoorthy
B7. |Blue Stat English High School, Arumpathapuram J. Joseph Mémm
ichale
68. [G.H.S, Katterikuppam R. Rajamani
69. |Govt. High. School, Suthukeni, Puduchemy V. Mahadevan
70. |Programme officer CSS GHSS, Koravelimedu, B. Ravichandrane
71. |Govt. High. School, Pillalyarkuppam V. Mouttou Kichenane
72. |5t. Francis Assist. High School, Puducherry D. Chenistne
73. | St. Joseph Higher Sec. School, Thiruvandarkoilkoil P.Murugaiyan
74, |Vallalar GGHSS, Lawspet, Puducherry A.Maria Martin
75. |G.H.S. Mangalam, Puducherry. L. Jermila Johngi Trinik
76. |Sr. Sampoumna Vidyalayam, Villianur, Puducherry. T. Bathmanaban
77. |Poncos Alded Hr. Sec. School, Puducherry M. Adhimooclam
78. |Mutharayar Eng. High School, Puduchermry K. Anandasayanam
79. |Pandit Duraisamy Govt.Hr. Sec. School, Puducherry D. Jeevaraju
80. |Jeevanada GHSS, Mudaliarpet, Puduchermy V. Sivasankar
81. |GHS, Gandhi Nagar, Puducherry . A. Gnana Sekaran
82. |G.H.S. Aryur P. Sarpasayanam




2

83. |St.Joseph Hr. Sec. School, Puducherry M. Velmurugan
84. |G.H.S, Sellipet V. Anbarasan
B5. [Societe Progressiste High School, Puducherry A. Rajendiran
86. |New Moderan Vidhya Mandhir High School, A. Venkatesan|
Muthialpet 1
87. |Gandhi High School, Thirukkanur V. Visalakshmi
88. [Sri. V. Ramamoorthi Govt. High. School, Nettapkkam K. Nimalkumar|
89. |S. Navadurga English High School, Thiruvandarkail N.Vivek
State NSS Cell, Govt. of Pondicherry
80. State Training Centre, Dept. of Education P. Nagendiran
o, U SR, V. Ramalingam
92, State NSS Cell, Dept. of Education, Puducherry V. Sundaramurthy
93. NS Volunteer A. Rajalakshmi
94. NS Volunteer A. Gowri
95. NS Volunteer K. Silambarasi
96. Co ordinator (HS) V. Sundaramoorthy

Coordinator - colleges P. Kolandaisamy




RESEARCH SCHOLARS / STUDENT VOLENTERS

MNo. | Name | Category Institution
1| Santhanalakshmi,C | M.Phil, Botany
2 | Suganthi,P M.Phil, Botany Kanchi Mamunivar
3 | Swaminathan M.Phil, Botany
4 | Sutharshan, M M.Phil, Botany Centre for Post
5 | Kavitha,N M.Phil, Botany
6 | AnanthiG M.Phil, Botany Graduate Studies,
7 | Ravichandar,R M.Phil, Botany
8__| Sureshkumar,S !.LE:':I , Botany Puducherry
9 Karthikeyan,G M.Phil, Botany
Seenuvasan,R M.Phil, Botany
Sevi,K M.Phil, Botany
Ma M.Phil, Botany
Sivaranjani,S M.Phil, Botany
Saraladevi,C M.Phil , Botany
Vijayakumar,N Ph.D Scholar, Zoology -
Raja,M B.A.Sociology Tagore Arts College
lyyappan, B.Sc.Botany Pudcherry
Hariprasad B.Sc.Botany
Sathiya,M Ph.D Scholar Madurai Kamaraj
SakthiK Ph.D Scholar University, Madural.
Kamalraj,P Ph.D Scholar, Biodiversity
Anbumani Salvam M. Phil. Microbiology Annamalai University.
NGO | YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS
1 [ ManiD. Pichandikulam Forest Auroville
2 | Rajaraman K. Simbadugai Muthirapalayam
3 Rammurthy R. Nanneeragam Puducherry
4 |Sha Bharat Ratna MGR
5 | Bhaskar Ragou Narpani Manram, Maveenagarden
himae Puduchermry
6 Prasenna J. Health Dept. Gowt. of
Puduchermry
7 | Muthukumaran M. Youth Assoclation, Solal | Puduchermry
. Nagar. B <
8 | Balachandran N. Botanist Shakti, Auroville
9 | Krishna murthy S. Botanist 2
10 | Selva Manikandan Mangrove Society
11 | llangovan K. REEF Kavundanpalayam |
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A section of the audience at tha Inaugural session







Profl. Kannahyan, Chairman and Chiaf Guast ighting Kuthuvilakku




Dr. P. Dn;nl'ﬂ. Conservator of Forests and Wildlife, Fud.
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Dr. K. Muthuchalian delivering the hay note addrass on Blodiversity
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Dr. K. Dhanaraju, Member of Parflament, offers felicitations at the Valedictory. Dr. Kumaravelu,
Dr. Balasubramantan, Dr. M. Ramadhas, Member of Parllament from Pududcherryand chief
Guast and Dr. M P Ramanujam, are on the stage.

A view of the audience during the procesdings.
























