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 Coastal zone represents 18% of the earth’s surface, providing space 
for 60% of the human population, since about 70% of the world’s cities with 
population more than 1.6 million are located in the coastal zone. 90% of the 
world fish catch is obtained from this zone. Interestingly, the hydrosphere of 
the coastal zone is only about 8% of that of the world ocean but represents 
about 18 to 33% of total primary production. This zone is bio-geochemically 
more important as it buries and mineralises 80-90% of organic matter and 
serves as a sink for an estimated 50% of the global carbonate deposition. 
The coastal waters also receive discharges of suspended matter associated 
with elevated levels of pollutions from major rivers and this accounts for 75 
to 90%. This zone has high biological potential as it serves as feeding, 
nursery and spawning grounds with rich biodiversity and as an intermediary 
biotope between marine and freshwater environments. 
 
 Coastal ecosystem plays a vital role in India’s economy by virtue of 
their resources, productive habitats and rich biodiversity. India has a 
coastline of 7,516 km of which the mainland accounts for 5,422 km. 
Lakshadweep 132 km and Andaman and Nicobar islands for 1,962 km. Nearly 
250 million people live within a distance of 50 km from the coast, The coastal 
area is assuming greater importance in recent years, owing to increasing 
human population, urbanization and accelerated developmental activities. 
The coastal regions are thus, a place of hectic human activity and the coastal 
ecosystems are now highly disturbed and very much threatened. Current 
approaches to the management of coastal resources are not capable of 
maintaining sustainable development and the coastal environments and 
resources are being rapidly degraded and eroded in India. Marine turtles are 
large, air-breathing reptiles that live in tropical and sub tropical seas 
throughout the world. Fossil turtles date back to the Triassic Era some 200 
million years ago. 
 
 The most obvious characteristic of this group of reptiles is the 
presence of a protective shell. The shell is composed of three parts – an 
upper shell or carapace attached to the lower plastron by a bony bridge. 
Instead of teeth, turtles are 
 
 
 

 
 
* Key Note address delivered during Flipper Festival – 2007, on 1st September, 2007 
in Loyola College, Chennai.  






















